
Free Summer Activities in Los Angeles-2016 

(1) Free Museums in Los Angeles County: 

Annenberg Space for Photography 

Armory Center for the Arts 

Automobile Driving Museum (technically free, though they will solicit a $5 donation) 

California African American Museum 

California Science Center 

Chinese American Museum 

Dominguez Rancho Adobe Museum 

ESMoA 

FIDM Museum & Galleries 

Fowler Museum at UCLA 

Getty Villa 

Griffith Observatory 

Hammer Museum at UCLA 

J. Paul Getty Museum 

LAFD Museum in Hollywood (open only Saturdays 10am-4pm) 

LA Plaza de Culture y Artes 

LAX Flight Path Learning Center 

Los Angeles County Museum of Art (free after 3pm on Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri if you’re an L.A. 

County resident) 

Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust 

Madrona Marsh Preserve 

Nethercutt Museum 

Santa Monica Museum of Art ($5 suggested donation) 

Torrance Art Museum 

Travel Town Museum 

UCLA Meteorite Gallery 

USC Fisher Museum of Art 

Valley Relics Museum (only open Saturdays) 

Vincent Price Art Museum 

http://www.yelp.com/biz/annenberg-space-for-photography-los-angeles
http://www.yelp.com/biz/armory-center-for-the-arts-pasadena
http://www.yelp.com/biz/automobile-driving-museum-el-segundo
http://www.yelp.com/biz/california-african-american-museum-los-angeles
http://www.yelp.com/biz/california-science-center-los-angeles-3
http://www.yelp.com/biz/chinese-american-museum-los-angeles
http://www.yelp.com/biz/dominguez-rancho-adobe-museum-rancho-dominguez
http://www.yelp.com/biz/esmoa-el-segundo-2
http://www.yelp.com/biz/fidm-museum-and-galleries-los-angeles
http://www.yelp.com/biz/fowler-museum-los-angeles
http://www.yelp.com/biz/the-getty-villa-pacific-palisades
http://www.yelp.com/biz/griffith-observatory-los-angeles-2
http://www.welikela.com/venue/hammer-museum/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/the-getty-center-los-angeles-2
http://www.yelp.com/biz/los-angeles-fire-department-museum-los-angeles
http://lapca.org/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/flight-path-learning-center-museum-los-angeles
http://www.welikela.com/venue/los-angeles-county-museum-art/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/los-angeles-museum-of-the-holocaust-los-angeles-2
http://www.yelp.com/biz/madrona-marsh-preserve-torrance
http://www.yelp.com/biz/nethercutt-museum-sylmar
http://smmoa.org/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/torrance-art-museum-torrance
http://www.yelp.com/biz/travel-town-museum-los-angeles
http://www.yelp.com/biz/ucla-meteorite-gallery-los-angeles
http://www.yelp.com/biz/usc-fisher-museum-of-art-los-angeles
https://valleyrelicsmuseum.org/
http://vincentpriceartmuseum.org/visit/general-information/


Free Admission: First Week of the Month 

Tuesday: 

Kidspace Children’s Museum (4pm-close) 

Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County (except July and August) 

Page Museum La Brea Tar Pits (except July and August) 

Thursday: 

Japanese American National Museum (after 5pm) 

Huntington Library 

Museum of Contemporary Art (5pm-8pm) 

Skirball Cultural Center 

Friday: 

Long Beach Museum of Art 

Norton Simon Museum (after 5pm) 

Pasadena Museum of California Art (12pm-5pm) 

Sunday: 

Craft and Folk Art Museum 

Museum of Latin American Art 

Free Admission: Second Week of the Month 

Tuesday: 

Autry National Center of the American West 

Los Angeles County Museum of Art 

Thursday: 

Japanese American National Museum (after 5pm) 

Museum of Contemporary Art (5pm-8pm) 

Skirball Cultural Center 

Friday: 

Long Beach Museum of Art 

http://www.yelp.com/biz/kidspace-childrens-museum-pasadena
http://www.welikela.com/venue/natural-history-museum-los-angeles/
http://www.welikela.com/venue/la-brea-tar-pits-museum/
http://www.welikela.com/venue/japanese-american-national-museum/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/huntington-library-art-collections-and-botanical-gardens-san-marino
http://www.yelp.com/biz/museum-of-contemporary-art-los-angeles
http://www.yelp.com/biz/skirball-cultural-center-los-angeles
http://lbma.org/visit-us/#section_admission
http://www.welikela.com/venue/norton-simon-museum/
http://pmcaonline.org/visit/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/craft-and-folk-art-museum-los-angeles
http://www.welikela.com/museum-latin-american-art-long-beach/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/autry-national-center-los-angeles-4
http://www.welikela.com/venue/los-angeles-county-museum-art/
http://www.welikela.com/venue/japanese-american-national-museum/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/museum-of-contemporary-art-los-angeles
http://www.yelp.com/biz/skirball-cultural-center-los-angeles
http://lbma.org/visit-us/#section_admission


Sunday: 

Craft and Folk Art Museum 

Museum of Latin American Art 

Pacific Asia Museum 

Free Admission: Third Week of the Month 

Tuesday: 

Descanso Gardens 

Los Angeles County Arboretum 

South Coast Botanic Garden 

Thursday: 

Japanese American National Museum 

Museum of Contemporary Art (5pm-8pm) 

Skirball Cultural Center 

Pasadena Museum of California Art (5pm-8pm) 

Friday: 

Long Beach Museum of Art 

Sunday: 

Craft and Folk Art Museum 

Museum of Latin American Art 

Free Admission: Fourth Week of the Month 

Thursday: 

Japanese American National Museum (after 5pm) 

Museum of Contemporary Art (5pm-8pm) 

Skirball Cultural Center 

Friday: 

Long Beach Museum of Art 

Museum of Latin American Art (5pm – 9pm) 

http://www.yelp.com/biz/craft-and-folk-art-museum-los-angeles
http://www.welikela.com/museum-latin-american-art-long-beach/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/usc-pacific-asia-museum-pasadena
https://www.descansogardens.org/calendar/free-tuesday
http://www.welikela.com/5-reasons-los-angeles-arboretum/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/south-coast-botanic-garden-palos-verdes-penninsula
http://www.welikela.com/venue/japanese-american-national-museum/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/museum-of-contemporary-art-los-angeles
http://www.yelp.com/biz/skirball-cultural-center-los-angeles
http://pmcaonline.org/visit/
http://lbma.org/visit-us/#section_admission
http://www.yelp.com/biz/craft-and-folk-art-museum-los-angeles
http://www.welikela.com/museum-latin-american-art-long-beach/
http://www.welikela.com/venue/japanese-american-national-museum/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/museum-of-contemporary-art-los-angeles
http://www.yelp.com/biz/skirball-cultural-center-los-angeles
http://lbma.org/visit-us/#section_admission
http://www.welikela.com/museum-latin-american-art-long-beach/


Sunday: 

Craft and Folk Art Museum 

Museum of Latin American Art 

(2) Cruise the Downtown Art Walk 

Miss Night on Broadway? No worries. Every second Thursday of the month see downtown Los 

Angeles come alive in a vibrant blend of art, community, culture and food known as the DTLA 

Art Walk. 

(3) Hike to the Hollywood Sign 

You can get there via Bronson Canyon like we did, or take one of several other routes. However 

you arrive, trekking up to above the sign is something every Angeleno should do at least once. If 

the sign doesn’t interest you, we’ve also documented 9 other great hikes around L.A. with NO 

trail fees and NO parking costs. Enjoy! 

(4) Experience Free Events at The Griffith Observatory 

The Griffith Observatory is incredible enough to visit on its own merit, but there are a few 

monthly events on their calendar I think you could experience specifically (and they’re all free!). 

Here are links with descriptions for each: 

Monthly sunset walks 

Monthly star parties 

Monthly All Space Considered panel discussions 

(5) Barnsdall Park Free Art Workshop 

Every Sunday kids and families can enjoy free 2-hour arts and education workshops courtesy 

the folks over at Barnsdall Park. 

 

http://www.yelp.com/biz/craft-and-folk-art-museum-los-angeles
http://www.welikela.com/museum-latin-american-art-long-beach/
http://www.welikela.com/los-angeles-downtown-art-walk/
http://www.welikela.com/los-angeles-downtown-art-walk/
http://www.welikela.com/event-hike-hollywood-sign-we-like-l-a/
http://www.welikela.com/9-excellent-los-angeles-hikes-no-costs/
http://www.welikela.com/griffith-observatory-sunset-walks-2016/
http://www.welikela.com/griffith-observatory-star-party-schedule/
http://www.welikela.com/all-space-considered-griffith-observatory/
http://barnsdall.org/events/barnsdall-art-sundays/


(6)  Enjoy the Grounds at Greystone Mansion 

The park and exterior garden of the Greystone Mansion is one of the most gorgeous and 

peaceful spots in the entire city (and on a side note, a pretty incredible wedding/event location 

too). 

(7) Enjoy the Free Levitt Pavilion Concert Series 

A family friendly concert series featuring both award (Grammy) winning and emerging artists, 

mixing a variety of genres from Latin to Jazz to Americana, and more. Both local Levitt Pavilion 

Concert programs (at McArthur Park and in Old Town Pasadena) will feature 50 separate 

concert dates starting in June and ending in September. 

(8) Concert's in the Park 

Most cities have a summer concert series in the park. Swing by your local city's Park's and 

Recreation Department or City Hall to find out what bands are playing in your area.  

(9)Watch Whales Along the Palos Verdes Peninsula 

The Point Vicente Interpretive Center (located adjacent to the Pt. Vicente Lighthouse) is one of 

the premier whale watching spots in the entire city, with spectacular views of the cliffs and 

surrounding coves as well. 

 (10) Spend an Evening at The Silver Lake Picture Show 

The Silver Lake Picture Show series closes off Sunset Triangle Square to screen outdoor movies 

every other Thursday during the summer. Screenings are preceded by performances by live 

bands and short films produced by local filmmakers. Here’s a link to the 2015 schedule so you 

can get an idea of what they screen. Keep an eye on the official website for when the 2016 

lineup will be released. 

(11) Watch the Planes of LAX at Clutter’s Park 

The best place to watch plans take off the runway from LAX. 

 

http://www.welikela.com/greystone-mansion-beverly-hills/
http://www.welikela.com/levitt-pavilion-summer-schedule-2015/
http://www.welikela.com/levitt-pavilion-summer-schedule-2015/
http://www.palosverdes.com/rpv/recreationparks/pointvicenteinterpretivecenter/
http://www.welikela.com/silver-lake-picture-show-2015/
http://www.silverlakepictureshow.com/
http://www.welikela.com/clutters-park-best-plane-watching-lax/


(12) Hang Out at a (Free) First Friday 

Whether it’s going to an art walk, sampling delicious food trucks or checking out a free night at 
a museum, first Friday events (including in Venice Beach and Bixby Knolls in Long Beach) are a 
great way to connect to your local community and get out to do a little exploring. 

(13) Enjoy Free Shakespeare in the Park (or By The Sea) 

If theater is your thing, every summer there are free performances of Shakespeare by the Sea 
and Shakespeare at the Park that make for a perfect evening of picnicking and culture. 
Schedules for summer 2016 have not been released yet, but keep an eye on the official 
websites for announcement dates. 

(14)Bathe in the Moonlight While Watching Classic Films 

Watch some of the best films of all-time right on the beach while bathing in the sweet summer 
moonlight at the Moonlight Movies on The Beach film series. Event runs from June-August 
down in Belmont Shores. Here’s the complete 2015 schedule (so you can see more info on the 
types of movies they play) and here’s the official Alfredo’s Beach Club website, where they’ll 
announce the 2016 lineup once it becomes available. 

(15)Hangout at the Last Bookstore 

The Last Bookstore is the largest (so they say) independent used bookstore in the state of 
California, and most definitely one of our 12 best bookstores in Los Angeles. Located in 
downtown’s historic core, it’s worth the trip just to see the amazing labyrinth of used books! 

(16) Receive Free Archery Training 

Woodley Park Archers offers free introductory archery instruction to the community, designed 
specifically for the beginner / novice who has no previous experience handling a bow. Classes 
are held every Saturday from 9am to 11am and on Wednesdays from 6:00pm to 8:00pm. There 
is absolutely no cost to join, and all equipment is provided. 

Oh, and if you’re closer to the Pasadena area I suggest checking out the Pasadena Roving 
Archers, as they offer a similar program. 

(17) Listen to USC Thornton School of Music Free Performances 

Did you know every month USC puts on free recitals that are open for public attendance (all 

you need to do is make a reservation online). If classical is your thing, these might be right up 

your alley. Event listings on their official website. 

http://www.welikela.com/first-friday-events-los-angeles/
http://www.shakespearebythesea.org/wp/
http://www.iscla.org/griffith-park-festival/
http://www.welikela.com/moonlight-beach-movie-series-2015/
http://www.alfredosbeachclub.com/seafest-movie.html
http://www.welikela.com/last-bookstore-downtown-los-angeles/
http://www.welikela.com/12-best-bookstores-los-angeles/
http://woodleyparkarchers.org/faqs/
http://www.rovingarchers.com/
http://www.rovingarchers.com/
http://music.usc.edu/events/


(18) Play for Free on Saturdays at Royce’s Arcade Warehouse 

The business of Royce’s Arcade Warehouse in Chatsworth is buying, selling, renting out, and 
repairing classic arcade consoles, but on one special day every week they open their 
showroom to the public to play games all-day long. 

(19) Go to a Show at The UCLA Planetarium 

UCLA Public planetarium shows are offered by current astronomy and astrophysics graduate 
students, with featured content that includes presentations about the current night sky, 
constellations, and other unique astronomical phenomena. Shows are free to the public, and 
currently take place on Wednesday evenings at 8:00pm. Be sure to check the planetarium 
website for updated schedules and presentation times. 

(20)Get Down at Echo Park Rising 

Every August the EPR music festival brings a madhouse of free music to the east side, 
with multiple stages and activities all weekend long spread over Sunset Blvd, Glendale Blvd, 
Alvarado Avenue and Echo Park Avenue. Here’s a link to the 2015 lineup so you can get an idea 
of what you might expect (will update with 2016 lineup when it becomes available). 

(21) Boogie in Old Town at Make Music Pasadena 

Every summer Make Music Pasadena creates a FREE, all-day, all-ages music celebration in the 
heart of Old Town Pasadena. 2015 was the 8th annual event, and I’d expect 2016 to be bigger 
than ever. 

 

*Marianne Yamato, Children Services Administrator I, LA County, DCFS Kinship 

(Information taken from Time Out -LA,  75 things to do in Summer, by By Ramona Saviss and 

Michael Juliano Posted: Monday May 2 2016) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.welikela.com/royces-arcade-free-saturdays/
http://www.welikela.com/royces-arcade-free-saturdays/
http://www.astro.ucla.edu/planetarium/
http://www.astro.ucla.edu/planetarium/
http://www.welikela.com/echo-park-rising-2015-lineup/
http://www.makemusicpasadena.org/

